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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY INFORMATION MEMORANDUM, 21-09
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Mary Carpenter, Acting Director
DATE:   
April 21, 2021 
SUBJECT:
COVID-19 updates, including SB 128 requests for supplemental school year  
The intent of this correspondence is to provide guidance regarding COVID-19 updates, as well as guidance related to SB 128 from the recent legislative session.  

COVID-19 Vaccine for Children (age ≥ 16 years)
Studies show that the COVID-19 vaccine is safe and effective.  At this time, if a child or youth ≥ 16 years of age is in the temporary custody or committed to the Cabinet, the parent(s) or guardian(s) who had custody prior to the removal shall be given the opportunity to consent to the vaccine.  It is imperative for a child or youth to be included in the choice as to whether they receive the vaccine if they are developmentally and intellectually able to do so.  Trusted adults can help to educate youth about the vaccine.  Pursuant to KRS 605.110, the Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) may consent to the medical authorization of a child or youth committed to the Cabinet, and therefore may authorize for a child or youth who is committed to receive the vaccine.  Efforts shall be exhausted in engaging the parent’s consent prior to DCBS consenting.  
If termination of parental rights has occurred, a DCBS worker may consent to the vaccine and shall refer to SOP 4.26.2 Authorization for Medical Services.  Vaccination is highly encouraged for youth over the age of 16 in congregate care settings because of the higher risks associated when living in those settings and challenges associated with shared living spaces.  Below are some frequently asked questions and responses related to the COVID-19 vaccines related to children under the age of 18.  Additional resources may be accessed at kycovid.ky.gov to assist with educating yourself and others about the vaccines and to stay updated as the vaccines become available for younger ages.  
Are the COVID-19 vaccines being studied to use on children?
 

Yes.  Studies of COVID-19 vaccines in children have begun.  The Pfizer mRNA vaccine was tested in 16 to 18-year olds and has been approved for teens in this age group.  As more information becomes available in younger children and teens, the age-related recommendations will be adjusted.
It is important that COVID-19 vaccines are thoroughly tested in children and adolescents younger than 18 years to ensure safety in this younger population, whose bodies are still rapidly developing and, therefore, differ from fully matured adults.  This is a normal part of the vaccine development process and most vaccines are tested with adults first.

 

Can my children get vaccinated at the same time that I do?
 

No, not if your children are under the age of 16.  The COVID-19 vaccines are not currently authorized by the United States Food and Drug Administration to be used in any person under the age of 16.  As of April 5, 2021, all persons ages 16 and older are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

Supplemental Responses:

 

Pfizer: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to permit the emergency use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for active immunization to prevent COVID-19 in individuals 16 years of age and older.

 

Moderna: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to permit the emergency use of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine for active immunization to prevent COVID-19 in individuals 18 years of age and older.

 

Family Time/Visitation for Youth in Out-of-Home Care

At this time, the guidance regarding family time and visitation for youth in out-of-home (OOHC) care will remain the same as previously issued in PPIM 20-17 Face to Face Visitation/Family Time.  DCBS surveyed private child caring (PCC) agencies and, overwhelmingly, the majority are successfully implementing face-to-face visitation between children and their families with the guidance that is currently in place.  Providers, DCBS staff, and families should continue to follow previously issued guidance to prevent spread of infection including use of the COVID-19 Screening Tool 5-2020, use of personal protective equipment, disinfection, use of hand sanitizers, holding visits outdoors when weather permits or in well-ventilated areas indoors, and limiting the number of individuals who participate in visits to the extent possible.  Regardless of placement type, contact between children and their parents via videoconferencing platforms continues to be encouraged in addition to face-to-face visits to increase frequency of contact.

Face-to-Face Service Provision

As indicated in previous guidance, there is no blanket prohibition against face-to-face service provision by private child placing (PCP) providers or DCBS staff.  It is important to note that guidelines are intended to ensure the health and safety of providers, children, and the families we serve.  Required visits may continue to be provided utilizing videoconferencing platforms and DCBS continues to encourage this use while under the state of emergency.  As a reminder, a videoconferencing option was added to TWIST to accurately reflect the method in which these contacts occurred.  Staff should now be utilizing this option.  A visit conducted via videoconferencing will be counted as a face-to-face visit in the home or with the child or youth for reporting purposes during the declared state of emergency. 
In situations in which it is deemed necessary to ensure the safety and stability of a child or youth, face-to-face visits are appropriate.  Many DCBS staff and providers have or are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine.  For many youth, particularly in residential settings, their DCBS worker is one of few adults with whom they have an attachment.  A face-to-face visit may be important to continue to promote stability and progress in treatment.  When face-to-face contact is necessary, all guidelines previously issued regarding use of a COVID screener, use of personal protective equipment, social distancing, and guidelines from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) regarding handwashing and disinfection should be followed.  
SB 128
SB 128 was signed into law on March 24, 2021, by Governor Beshear.  This allows any student enrolled in a Kentucky public school in grades kindergarten through 12 during the 2020-2021 school year to request to use the 2021-2022 school year as a supplemental school year to retake or supplement the courses or grades the student has already taken.  The deadline to make requests for a supplemental school year is May 1, 2021.  DCBS workers are not defined as a “parent” under 707 KAR 1:002.  Therefore, these decisions should be made on a case by case basis in conjunction with the parent.  If termination of parental rights has occurred, an educational surrogate should be appointed in accordance with SOP 4.28 Meeting Educational Needs. Requests must be made through the local school system, who is required to facilitate approvals or denials of requests.
If you have any questions regarding this guidance, please contact:
Kristin Breeden

Acting OOHC Branch Manager

Kristin.Breeden@ky.gov 
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